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Top Ten Wedding Venues in Hertfordshire
by John Paul ODonnell
http://www.johnpaulodonnell.co.uk/2014/12/03/top-ten-wedding-venues-herts/

Hertfordshires Top Ten Wedding Venues
Hertfordshire without doubt has some of the best venues in the country to hold your wedding. In
this post you will hear about the
Size (accommodation) of the venue, Professional photography point (great places for photos),
Acreage (sizes of the hotel grounds).
1. Fanhams Hall

Wedding at Fanhams Hall

Fanhams Hall hotel is located in Ware, Hertfordshire. It’s a Jacobean Mansion house and one of
the facts about Fanhams is the fact that Lord Brocket’s wife Lady Brocket resided here until her
death in 1949. It was Lady Brocket’s interest in horticulture that influenced the employment of
Japanese gardeners to create the Hall’s formal gardens. Her ornamental lakes and choice of trees
(such as Japanese maples) can still be seen in the present-day formal grounds.
An exceptional combination where old tradition meets the 21st century, Fanhams Hall is a
Jacobean Manor House with 77 bedrooms. ‘ been converted into a dedicated training and
meeting venue that is designed to be different. The hotel’s Hertfordshire location is just a short
distance from all the major routes into London, Stansted, M1, M25 or simply the A10 just around
the corner.
In my opinion as a pro photographer every angle at Fanhams is a winner. Theres so many
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beautiful areas that lend themselves to photographs and with Fanhams Hall the sun is always in
the right position.
It was only last Sunday 12th April that I was there for a family meal. Debbie Guy the GM was
there personally greeting people. The food for a Sunday Lunch was absolutely first class and
amazing, afterwards we sat out in the Sun on the Terrace and walked around the grounds. That is
what Fanhams Hall is in one word (Amazing) in every way. I’ve seen it from both sides as a Pro
Photographer and also as a customer. This is why in my opinion Fanhams Hall is hertfordshire’s
most beautiful wedding venue.
Size – 77 Bedrooms
Professional photography point – Courtyard, Long Gallery , Great Hall, Oak Room,
Library, drawing Room, red and green bridges, japanese gardens, croquet lawn. Many
outstanding locations in the grounds.
Acreage – 27
http://www.ehvenues.com/fanhams-hall-hotel/weddings

2. Theobald’s Park

Wedding at Theobald’s Park

De Vere Theobald’s Park combines the elegance and grandeur of a Georgian mansion-house with
modern conferencing facilities. The Mansion House and The Ridings Barn are beautiful venues
set in 55 acres of Hertfordshire’s best countryside.
The original house was surrounded by a moat. A new house was built between 1564 and 1585 to
the order of Lord Burghley, senior councillor of Elizabeth I. Burghley’s intention in building the
mansion was partly to demonstrate his increasingly dominant status at the Royal Court, and also
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to provide a palace fine enough to accommodate the Queen on her visits. The formal gardens of
the house were modelled after the Château de Fontainebleau in France. The Queen visited eight
times between 1572 and 1596. James I visited the house in 1603.
In 1607 James I exchanged Theobald’s for Hatfield Palace. Theobald’s Palace quickly became a
favourite country seat of the King James I of England (James VI of Scotland), who eventually
died within its walls on March 27, 1625. With the execution in 1649 of James I’s son, Charles I,
Theobald’s was listed amongst other royal properties for disposal by the Commonwealth. This
was achieved speedily and by the end of 1650, the house was largely demolished, but it was
rebuilt after the Restoration and came to be in possession of George Monck, 1st Duke of
Albemarle.
In 1910 the estate was inherited by Admiral The Hon Sir Hedworth Meux, He changed his
surname as a condition of inheritance. After his death in 1929, the house was a hotel for some
years. During World War II, the house was used by the Royal Artillery and then by the
Metropolitan Police as a riding school. In 1955 it became a secondary school and after 1969, an
adult education centre.
Size – 140 Bedrooms
Professional photography point – Mansion House, Italian Gardens, back terrace, tree
house, back terrace and Ridings courtyard.
Acreage – 55
http://www.deverevenues.co.uk/en/venues/theobalds-park

3. Down Hall

Wedding at Downhill
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Down Hall Hotel is one of England’s most established country house hotels. Located in Hatfield
Heath, near Bishop’s Stortford on the Hertfordshire and Essex border, Down Hall is 45 minutes
from central London and also ideally located near Stansted Airport. Set in an area of 110 acres of
outstanding beauty, this impressive historic mansion features grand interiors, ornate ceilings and
an abundance of natural daylight, making a conference or event at Down Hall Country House
Hotel an experience like no other.
Down Hall is one of England’s most established Country House Hotels. Located in Hatfield
Heath, it is just 9 miles from Stansted Airport, 40 minutes from central London by train and is in
close proximity to both the M11 and M25.
Down Hall Country House Hotel has 18 elegant meeting and event rooms, each with natural
daylight, complimentary Wi-Fi connections and fully equipped with the latest technology.
These light and airy rooms, in various sizes, can accommodate meetings from 2 to 200 people,
are flexible in layout and can be easily adapted to meet individual requirements for conferences,
meetings and events. Many of the meeting rooms embrace the historic atmosphere of Down Hall
and feature crafted wood panelling, exquisite chandeliers and ornate, high ceilings.
The hotel’s vast grounds provide the perfect location for team building activities and offer a full
range of fun and exciting pursuits, including:
• Quad biking
• Clay pigeon shooting
• 4 x 4 driving
• Archery
• Treasure hunt
• Murder Mystery
• It’s a Knockout
Our dedicated conference co-coordinators will fully support you during the planning process
whilst our experienced team will ensure that your conference, meeting or event runs smoothly
and efficiently. You will be greeted on the day by your conference manager who will remain your
point of contact throughout your event.
Size – 99 Bedrooms
Professional photography point – Front of house, lounge area, back terrace, chess board,
summer-house, pillars and back of the mansion-house.
Acreage – 110
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4. Manor of Groves

Wedding at Manor Of Groves

The Hotel is located in 150 acres of idyllic Hertfordshire countryside, yet is within easy reach of
major motorways and airports. Stansted Airport is approximately 10 minutes’ drive from this
beautifully restored Georgian Manor House.
The stunning architecture and picturesque grounds provide a backdrop for your special day and
make the Manor of Groves an ideal wedding venue. The Hotel offers a choice of banqueting
rooms, plus two outside Gazebos, which are licensed for wedding ceremonies. For wedding
receptions, the Manor Suite with its beautiful glass conservatory overlooking the Oriental Garden
can cater for up to 400 guests. The Colonnade Room, with its Georgian elegance, overlooking
the garden and Golf Course can accommodate up to 120.
The Hotel has 80 bedrooms, including Executive and Four Poster bedrooms, all with marble
bathrooms.
The 18 hole Championship Golf Course is designed around the Hotel and provides a challenging,
yet enjoyable experience, regardless of handicap.
Size – 80 Bedrooms
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Professional photography point – Colinade back terrace, gazebo, sweeping outside stair
case, manor suite, bridge and gazebo.
Acreage – 150
http://www.manorofgroves.com/weddings

5. The Grove

Wedding at The Grove

The Grove is the former home of the Earl of Clarendon and is now a championship golf resort,
award-winning spa and the perfect venue to hold your wedding or celebration. The 18th Century
Mansion is set in 300 acres of Hertfordshire countryside and is only 18 miles from central
London. Lovingly restored to stunning effect, the property fuses contemporary design and
original period architecture with exceptionally caring and professional service.
The Grove offers an outstanding choice of 23 luxurious, flexible meeting rooms including the
Donneraile in the heart of The Grove’s 18th Century mansion with stunning views of Charlotte’s
Vale, the beautifully restored Victorian glasshouse, The Potting Shed in the Walled Garden and
the contemporary Amber room which can host up to 450 delegates.
All of the rooms have natural daylight and a team of dedicated staff members are assigned to each
event. Each room has ISDN and laptop access as well as facilities for video conferencing, satellite
conferencing and radio microphones.
24 hour delegates can choose one of the 26 phenomenal mansion rooms and suites or from 191
spacious luxury rooms in the West Wing. For private events, The Grove offers a 70 strong team
of chefs to prepare food on site. There are three restaurants each with its own bar – the
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sophisticated Colette’s with breath-taking views across Charlotte’s Vale. Our international
theatre of cooking – The Glasshouse, and The Stables; a place to relax and enjoy simple food
cooked to perfection. Not to be overlooked The Mansion Lounges offer four elegant drawing
rooms leading onto private terraces, as well as an outstanding choice of flexible rooms, perfect
for meetings, events, private parties, weddings and celebrations.
Enjoy a challenging round on the stunning 18-hole championship golf course designed by the
highly acclaimed Kyle Phillips and ranked as one of the Top 50 Golf Courses in the world. The
Grove welcomed the world’s top 64 players at the 2006 World Golf Championship, won by
Tiger Woods.
Or simply sink into the spa. With 18 treatment rooms, a therapeutic saline water vitality pool,
black mosaic-tiled indoor swimming pool, fitness studio, aerobic studio, Jacuzzi and luxurious
relaxation room. Not forgetting the outdoor swimming pool, croquet lawn, tennis courts and The
Grove beach in the Walled Garden.
There is also tennis, croquet, volleyball, swimming, snooker, table tennis, a giant chess board and
Jenga in the Walled Garden.
What truly makes The Grove are its grounds. Guests can escape into our romantic formal gardens
designed by the Chelsea Gold Medallist and judge, Michael Balston or spend time in the original
Walled Garden.
All these elements are brought together to create something that has never existed before just 18
miles from central London. The Grove, London’s country estate, a place with open views and a
modern outlook.
Size – 217 Bedrooms
Professional photography point – Walled Garden, glasshouse, stables, mansion-house front
and back.
Acreage – 300
http://www.thegrove.co.uk
6. Hanbury Manor
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Hanbury manor

With its fragrant walled gardens, stately Jacobean-style country house and 200 acres of
Hertfordshire hotel parkland, the historic Hanbury Manor Marriott Hotel & Country Club makes
a lasting impression. As London’s time-honoured “Original Country Retreat”, you’ll find the
obliging service and amenities expected from a luxury hotel in Hertfordshire, UK. It’s a standard
that extends from the richly panelled library warmed by an open fireplace to elegant guest rooms
each designed offering plush new bedding and business-savvy touches. Excellent leisure
facilities, including championship golf, luxurious spa, and award-winning dining options help
you relax in style. Savour the local culinary offers from Oakes Grill and Vardon’s Bar, or enjoy
the Hanbury Afternoon Tea in Oak Hall.
Meetings and Events
14 impressive conference and meeting rooms, featuring beautiful period details, this
commanding location lends business events and social occasions distinction and prestige.
The hotel also offers a range of solutions for outdoor and indoor activities. Innovative
catering can be customised for weddings, special social events and themed parties. For
weddings, our Hertfordshire hotel offers a distinctive setting that provides memorable occasions.
Golf Events
PGA championship golf course features 18 holes and offers a perfect setting on the grounds of a
spectacular hotel with superb leisure facilities (7,052 yards, par for course: 72).
Size – 99 Bedrooms
Professional photography point – mansion-house front and back, poles Hall, lounge area,
library, staircase, back terrace and then The Garden court walled garden.
Acreage – 110
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7. The Priory

Wedding at Priory barn

The Priory is a well established wedding venue where the atmosphere of the barn and its
surroundings provide a unique setting for a relaxed and informal wedding reception. The Priory is
licensed for Civil Ceremonies and has two locations – the gazebo for Summer weddings and the
barn.
Size – No Bedrooms (Local hotels available).
Professional photography point – front of the barn, rear of the barn, bridge and stream.
Acreage – 6
http://www.thepriory.net

8. Tewin bury Farm
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Wedding Tewin Bury Farm

Tewingbury Farm is one of the leading wedding venues in Hertfordshire. The two main barns are
fabulous.
Originally a dairy farm, Tewin Bury has been home to the Williams family, and a herd of 50
dairy cows, since 1931. The land continues to be farmed and is still owned and worked by
members of the Williams family. But many of the original buildings have been incorporated in
what is now Tewin Bury Farm Hotel. A record of the remarkable heritage of Tewin Bury Farm
and a visual history of its transformation can be clearly seen in the gallery of ‘now’ and ‘then’
photographs displayed on the walls of the Williams Bar & Restaurant.
It was 1980 when, looking at ways to diversify the business, the family sold the dairy herd to
purchase some neighbouring farm land. A new Farm Shop was opened to sell their potatoes and
other local produce and – as an experiment – four rooms in the family home were advertised as
guest rooms available for visitors. The demand for rooms grew, more renovation work took place
and Tewin Bury Farm Hotel was born.
As the number of guests increased the need for an on-site restaurant (rather than the farm kitchen)
became obvious – and a decision was made to convert the old chicken shed into what is now the
very active Williams Bar & Restaurant. This proved a huge success and provided the impetus for
the family to restore and convert many of the other 17th century farm buildings into the highspecification facilities that exist today.
Tewin Bury Farm Hotel is now a popular and thriving independent hotel with 4 AA stars and an
excellent reputation as a venue for weddings, ceremonies, family celebrations, conferences and
meetings. But the working farm remains and the Williams brothers can often be seen managing
the grounds, or driving their tractor across the yard!
Size – 29 Bedrooms
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Professional photography point – Both barns, manor house, bridge, driveway.
Acreage – 490
http://www.tewinbury.co.uk

9. Moor Park

Wedding Moor Park

Moor Park is a Grade 1 Listed Mansion set amidst 300 acres of Hertfordshire parkland and
features two championship golf courses and a tennis club, with a choice of both grass and hard
courts. Beautiful inside and out.
This magnificent building, with its impressive grounds is an awe-inspiring venue for any
occasion. Whether it is for business or pleasure, the mansion provides an impressive venue and
will exceed expectation. From conferences and training courses, client meetings and corporate
golf events to celebrating special birthdays, family parties or the elegant setting for your wedding
day, the dedicated team of function coordinators and banqueting staff at Moor Park ensure every
aspect of your function is individually tailored to create perfection.
Size No Bedrooms – (Local hotels available).
Professional photography point – Front of the house, inside and then the back terrace and
rear of the building.
Acreage – 300
http://www.moorparkgc.co.uk
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1o. Sopwell House

Wedding at Sopwell House

Sopwell House is a historic Georgian country house with parts dating back to 1604 , now a
luxurious 128 bedroom hotel, country club & spa set in the southern part of St Alban’s. It gained
fame as the gathering place for the England Football Team before international football matches.
Mixing country house charm with contemporary design features, the extensive facilities include a
dedicated conference & banqueting centre, 2 restaurants and 2 bars, cardio and weights gym, stateof-the-art dance studio, Japanese-inspired spa which was refurbished in February 2012 and much
more.
Size – 128 Bedrooms
Professional photography point – front and side areas, back terrace, red bridge, gardens.
Acreage – 12
http://www.sopwellhouse.co.uk

If you found this post interesting or useful, and feel it’s worthy of a share on Twitter, please do
so Twitter
Are you looking to hire a pro photographer for your wedding, corporate parties or special
occasion, please contact us here or call us on 01992 307817.
You can also join our Facebook page.
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Written and photographed by John Paul O’Donnell
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Share on Tumblr
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